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Investigating Women's Economic Rights (Alimony and Dowry)
and Couples' Financial Independence in Iran

Mahnaz Dashtian

MA in Family Law, Instructor in PNU, Branch of Rostam

Abstract

As a matter of fact, the family is a small community with its own characteristics. If the family system is faced
with disruption and chaos, it will have a direct negative and irreparable impact on the whole community.
Preserving the family requires providing the necessaries of life, and men's paying "alimony" plays an important
role in this respect. This is why some some lawyers consider alimony very important as it is believed that
alimony helps establish the "family order”. Family is the core of any society upon which order is closely
associated with public order. Therefore, persons cannot disturb or disrupt the rules of the family in private
agreements, and determine additional different rights and duties for themselves. Dowry is a mandatory payment,
in the form of money or possessions paid or promised to pay by the groom to the bride at the time of marriage
that legally becomes her property. Dowry is considered a definite financial right of a woman, and it is the
woman who can change it after the marriage contract at its sole discretion and at any time without the man's
notice and consent, and can give it to anyone who wishes, and the husband has no right to intervene in such
possessions of the woman.

Keywords: Couples, Financial Independence, Dowry, Alimony, Women's Rights.
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