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Investigating the Criteria for Determining Mahrolmesl in Iranian
Jurisprudence and Law

Mahnaz Dashtian

MA in Family Law, Instructor in PNU, Branch of Rostam

Abstract

In Iranian legal system and according to the existing regulations, women are equal to men in terms of taking
possessions and enforcement of private rights, and there is no difference between them in this respect. However,
there is a difference between women and men in terms of involuntary acquisition or possession, i.e. acquisition
through inheritance. Basically, the difference between them is that men inherit twice as much as women, but
there are other ways such as alimony and dowry whereby women can take possession of property in family's
financial system, by which they can compensate for the deficient inheritance and maintain the
balance. Mahrolmesl (marriage portion due to the bride in respect of the social station of the wife when marriage
portion has not been mutually agreed upon and written on marriage certificate and additionally if the husband
expects to divorce his bride or has done so after consummation of their marriage) must be determined based on
the time and the values of the dowry at that time, because it is at that particular day when the hushand has to pay
for the Mahrolmesl. The Iranian law and Jurisprudence are consistent in terms of determining Mahrolmesl,
while jurists of different religions disagree in this respect.

Keywords: Mahrolmesl, Divorce, Marriage, Women's Rights, Law.
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