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Abstract

Today, the protection and improvement of the environment and coping with the environmental crises are among
the most important and fundamental rights in administration of affairs in countries so that not only the dutiful
and conscientious citizens have obligations and duties regarding the environment, but also governments have
certain obligations in this respect. In fact, attention to the environment is among the issues which require taking
political measures and legal policies, and environmental destruction is a global problem not confined to a
specific geographical location. This is why there are numerous international treaties and agreements in this
regard, and the government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, like those of other countries, has joined these
treaties, and environmental issues are on the agenda of most governments in the national and international
levels. This study deals with the current status, the authority and performance of the Environmental Protection
Organization in Iranusing a descriptive-analytical method. The results show that the various gaps and
shortcomings of the laws and regulations besides the current structure of the Environmental Protection
Organization have made this organization so inefficient. The defects and shortcomings can be classified into
three categories: legal gaps related to the status and functions of the organization, legal gaps regarding the inter-
organizational relationships between this organization and other organizations in relation to the environment,
and finally external problems, the lack of comprehensive plans for sustainable development of the country, and
the lack of parliamentary oversight of environmental issues have paved the way for the Environmental
Protection Organization's lack of comprehensive, integrated and efficient management in the country. To solve
the problems, it is recommended to adopt a comprehensive and integrated approach to environmental
management by reforming the environmental laws and to integrate it within just one complex, and integrate the
parallel environmental institutions into a strong ministry.

Keywords: current status, authority and performance, the Environmental Protection Organization, Iranian
Law.
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