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A Comparative Study of the Signing of Laws in the Legal
Systems of Iran and the United States of America

Jamshid Sarbaz Jamshid

Master of Public Law, Attorney at Iranian Courts

Abstract

According to the constitutions of countries, one of the legal competences of presidents is their competence to
"sign laws". This competence arises from presidents' old right of "affirmation”. This right is an initially and
absolutely recognized right in British legal system, and has been transferred into other countries with certain
conditions and this right is referred to as the Suspended Veto Right" in presidential systems and as the "Right of
Conflict in the Law" in parliamentary systems. In Iranian constitutional law and in accordance with Article 123
of the Constitution, the president has no such right, although the president has the competence to sign the laws
passed by Parliament, this signature is a mere formality. However, according to the Constitution of the United
States, the President has the right to veto the laws passed by the Congress, and the Congress needs to pass the
vetoed laws by a majority of two-thirds of the Senate and the House of Representatives in order to neutralize the
president's veto right.

Keywords: signing the laws, the President, veto right, the parliament.

YvYy



