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Investigating the Causes of being no longer Subject to Criminal
Liability in Iranian Law

Rohollah Mohammadi

PhD candidate of criminal law and criminology, Islamic Azad University, Branch of Yasooj, Iran.

Abstract

Articles 146 to 159 of the Islamic Penal Code adopted in 1392 has dealt with criminal liability and impediments
to it. In order for criminal liability to fulfill, a person must be eligible for criminal capacity, which is summarized
in sanity, maturity and authority. This means that only sane, mature and autonomous persons are to be punished
and if a person lacks one of these three features, they will not have criminal capacity. In cases of presence of
factors that absolve criminal liability, a person is no longer subject to criminal liability, but civil liability still
remains. In terms of criminal responsibility, persons are divided into two groups, one group with and the other
without criminal liability. Factors that remove criminal responsibility shall be divided into different instances
such as insanity, childhood, mistake, coercion, force, compulsion, drunkenness, sleep, and unconsciousness,
which many professors of law call absolute and relative causes of criminal liability. The method used in this
research is descriptive-analytic.

Keywords: criminal liability, criminal law, coercion, force, compulsion, insanity.
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