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Review the functions of government in preventing environmental
pollution
Mehrdad Jalilian

Master Student, public law - Islamic Azad University of Bandar Abbas

Abstract

Healthy environment is the condition for the survival of organisms on earth and therefore, human. Before the
human’s movement to industrialization, grabbing the environment and its pollution was minimal by using
natural tools. However, the encroachment of humans on the environment began with the onset of
industrialization, and due to lack of awareness of the real consequences for this, and the acceleration in
acquiring new equipment, the humankind was unresponsive to the environment and its pollution. With the
passage of time and the advent of technology impacts on the environment destruction, such as soil erosion,
ozone depletion, air pollution, increasing the number of dangerous floods due to deforestation and climate
change, these effects in some cases, became the environmental crisis. In this way, not only, the human paid
attention to the environment, but also, gradually, the international community has reached a consensus, in the
way of a solution and solved the problem, and defined a crime and considered punishments to deal with the
factors that pollute the life and the environment. Accordingly, in Article 50 of the constitution, in the Islamic
Republic, protecting the environment is considered as a public duty and the economic and non-economic
activities that are accompanied by environmental pollution or irrecoverable destruction of the environment have
been prohibited. It is clear and obvious that, prevention has always been an easier way than confrontation. The
functions of government in the exercise of sovereignty in the field of environmental protection are appearing in
both negative and positive, which its negative aspect means the refusal of government to damage the
environment and the positive aspect suggests the obligation of government to protect the environment and
prevent pollution. Undoubtedly, strict implementation and optimization of latter case, requires the existence of
rules, regulation, etc., which will be in accordance with world developments. In this study, with analytical -
descriptive method, it is attempting to examine the weaknesses and finally, the duty of the government in
preventing environmental pollution, which can be presented in the form of legislations, issuance of Regulations,
instructions, etc.
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