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The Evolutionary Trend of Government Thought Based on Fagih
Guardianship Theory

Hamidreza Rakhshani

M.A in Jurisprudence and Fundamentals of Islamic Law, University of Sistan and Baluchestan, Zahedan

Abstract

Allah does not mention any specific name in relation to Velayat (Guardian) in the Holy Qur'an, but, as witnessed
by history, He has revealed some verses regarding the position of Imam Ali (AS). In addition, the Holy Prophet
has repeatedly introduced Imam Ali (AS) in his tradition (words and deeds) as the best and most qualified person
for the position of caliphate after him, with sentences such as " for whoever | have been master, Ali will be
master” and "My relation to you (Ali) is like that between Moses and Harun. Moreover, the role of people in
selecting the ruler and Caliph has well been expressed in the Qur'an and the tradition of the Prophet (PBUH) and
Imam Ali (AS), so that we can follow the evolutionary trend of these two principles in the history of the Shia,
especially in the contemporary era. The principle of Velayat-e Fagih (Guardianship of the Jurist) and its impact
on social developments in Iran to control and monitor the governments, enjoin good and forbid wrong, and give
legitimacy to the Islamic Republic is a religiously acceptable principle, and the principle of Absolute Velayet-e
Fagih is an essential principle in order for the ruler of the Islamic society to have full authority to legislate and
enforce the laws in all social, economic, cultural and political areas under the supervision of the people and elite.
The researcher has tried in this research to deal with these issues from the perspective of famous Islamic jurists.

Keywords: Velayat-e Fagih, absolute Velayat-e Fagih, Ruler of the Islamic society, the Prophet's (PBUH)
Tradition
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