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Abstract

The purpose of this paper will be historical review of management accounting researches and extraction of
theoretical agents agreed about the gap between rules and practice in management accounting. It is tried in this
research to criticize theoretical and research fields about lack of practical application of management accounting
techniques. In this regard, by reviewing papers and researches about the gap between rules and practice in
management accounting, five concepts as the star model are expressed as the effective factors in the gap between
theory and practice in management accounting. Discussing about these contents will considerably help to emerge
results of management accounting new researches and techniques. The main concepts and related sub-branches
are discussed in this model and the influential factors in each concept can also affect the other concepts.
Academic factors and related cases to education and academic classes are expressed in the first concept.
Accounting profession, management accountants and accountants’ performance are examined in the second
concept. Managers and the impact of their decisions on the selection of procedure and cost considerations are
discussed in the third concept. Organizational and governmental ownership as well as concepts such as
competition and customer orientation are discussed in the fourth concept. Finally, inherent and technical features
of techniques and procedures of management accounting are discussed in the fifth concept. Relevant theoretical
and research supports are discussed in describing each of the concepts.

Keywords: Management Accounting, Organizational Ownership, Agency Theory, Management Accounting
Theory, Inherent and technical characteristics of management accounting techniques
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