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Abstract

Structuralism implies observation and recognition of phenomena with evolutionary process that have been
formed by various components ad properties. This paper analyzes evolution process and conceptual components
of management accounting to provide the readers with a comprehensive picture of quiddity of management
accounting. The mentioned points in this paper are originated from holism and systematic thinking; in this
regard, each conceptual component is described in terms of the meaning and theoretical literature of
management accounting besides studying historical trend of transformations in this science. The applied
methodology in this research is overview of previous studies and theoretical literature in this context so that the
relevant concepts to management accounting as well as details of each concept are well explained. To achieve
research goals, this paper has defined the concept of management accounting in introduction then it has
explained strategic theoretical base of management accounting. At the next section, the difference between
management accounting and financial accounting as well as the philosophy behind the functions and goals of
management accounting are examined. Ultimately, the concept of costing is analyzed as the heart of
management accounting. The last section consists of conclusion of all examined subjects.

Keywords: Accounting, Management Accounting, Costing, Systematic Thinking
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