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Religion and Media
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Abstract

The central question in the field of media and religion is whether the media should be considered as a sacred and
religious issue or something inherently is non-religious and secular? Often due to lack of proper research, two
areas of media and religion separately studied and analysis of relationship between communication (media) and
modernity done based on three attitude of national relations, utilitarian and structuralism. A lot of theories about
religion and the media tends to the "media religion" or in the optimistic sense trying to explain the utility of each
as a tool for the other. Religious media emphasizes that neither the media is a bowl for religion nor media
technology can reduce religion as a message. So cannot considered the media as a secondary phenomenal as well
as religion. The first issue in the explanation of media and religion is recognize the nature of the media, media
features, media capacity, knowledge media history, the relationship between the media and the culture of the
West and liberal thinking, the media and the nature of secularism and civilization issues.

Public media as the most outstanding achievements of industrial world and cultural technologies in different
ways covered all cultural phenomena and elements, including religious. Quantity and quality of this relationship
and the consequences which resulting from it, especially in the field of interaction of religion and visual media
raised questions and important issues and led media scholars and researchers in the field of religion to new study.
This study seeks to briefly examination of the meeting point of these two areas and presents the overall picture of
climate which is prevailing in the interaction between them. Different types of religion and media interaction,
impression on each other, influential factors in the strengthen or weaken the relationship between them and
current trends in this interaction are the major issues that have been discussed explicitly and implicitly in this
study.

Keywords: religion, culture, communication, media, religious media, media religion, secularism
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